
SUMMER AT COMMUNITY OF FAITH
IT’S OK THE BE GREAT
Judges 16:16-21 (NASB)
16 And it came about, when she pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul 
was annoyed to death. 17 So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, “A razor has 
never come on my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am 
shaved, then my strength will leave me and I will become weak and be like any other man.”

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all that was in his heart, she sent word and called the 
governors of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all that is in his 
heart.” Then the governors of the Philistines came up to her and brought up the money in their 
hands. 19 And she made him sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off 
the seven locks of his head. Then she began to humble him, and his strength left him. 20 She 
said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go 
out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had departed 
from him. 21 Then the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes; and they brought him 
down to Gaza and restrained him with bronze chains, and he became a grinder in the prison. 
Judges 16:16-21

Three Signs of Artificial Greatness:

5 Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came as far as 
the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 And the 
Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, so that he tore it apart as one tears apart a young 
goat, though he had nothing in his hand; but he did not tell his father or mother what he 
had done. Judges 14:5-6

1. - Small Compromises

8 When he returned later to take her, he turned aside to look at the carcass of the lion; 
and behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the body of the lion. Judges 14:8

9 So he took out the honey on his hands and went on, eating as he went. When he 
came to his father and mother, he gave some to them and they ate it; but he did not tell 
them that he had took the honey out of the body of the lion. Judges 14:9

2. - Solitary Confinement

20 So he judged Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines. 1 Now Samson 
went to Gaza and saw a prostitute there, and had relations with her. Judges 15:20-16:1
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3. - Strangely Comfortable

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him among them, 3 and 
said, “Truly I say to you, unless you change and become like children, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 4 So whoever will humble himself like this child, he is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:1-4

Your greatness tomorrow is dependent on your humility today.

Questions for this week:

1. What small compromises have you made recently that could become significant in 
the future?

2. Who is someone in your life that you can be honest and open with in order to make 
progress in who God wants you to be?

3. When you reflect on your life today, is there anything unhealthy or destructive that 
you feel ashamed of or feel like needs recovery? 
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